Minutes of the EMC – Regular Meeting
 DOCPROPERTY  Subject  \* MERGEFORMAT Date:

July 10, 2014 
Time:

4:00pm
Location:
Old Jail Conference Room 125 E. Court St.
Attendees:

	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Bissen
	E
	Town of Dryden

	Spring Buck
	E
	At-Large

	Ben Carver
	P
	Village of Trumansburg

	Kenny Christianson
	P
	At-Large

	John Dennis
	P
	Village of Lansing

	Brian Eden
	P
	Village of Cayuga Heights

	Martha Ferger
	E
	At-Large

	Pegi Ficken
	E
	Town of Groton

	John Hertzler
	P
	Town of Ulysses

	Jim McGarry
	P
	At-Large

	Vladimir Micic
	P
	Town of Ithaca

	Steve Nicholson
	P
	Town of Caroline


	Name
	
	Representation

	Carolyn Peterson
	E
	At-Large

	Tom Shelley
	A
	Ithaca CAC

	Margaret Soulstein
	A
	At-Large

	Linda Spielman
	P
	Village of  Dryden

	Gary Stewart
	P
	At-Large

	Roger Yonkin
	A
	At-Large

	Karen Edelstein
	A
	Associate Member

	Peter Harriott
	P
	Associate Member

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Associate Member

	Dan Klein
	P
	Legislature Liaison

	Scott Doyle
	P
	EMC Coordinator

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	Administrative Assistant


Guests in attendance: Kristin Gutenberger, Manager of Real Estate, Cornell Real Estate, Tom LiVigne, Manager of Real Estate Operations, Cornell Real Estate
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at 4:05.  
Privilege of the Floor – Kristin Gutenberger introduced herself as the Manager of Real Estate Operations at Cornell University. She went on read a letter from Cornell Vice President of Facilities Services, KyuJung Whang, addressed to Steve Nicholson in which he expresses opposition to the proposed expansion of the Unique Natural Areas at Sapsucker Woods.  Tom LiVigne introduced himself as the Director of the Real Estate Department at Cornell University.  He went on to emphasize the importance of the expansion of the Business and Research Park at Cornell University and referenced studies of land adjacent to the land in question found no noteworthy natural features. EMC members requested additional information on the referenced studies including the specific plans for development. 
Changes to the Agenda – UNA Update Progress report was moved from item 6 to the first agenda item out of respect of those guests in attendance interested in the topic.

UNA Update Progress Report – The Unique Natural Areas Committee met on Monday and discussed the final draft maps of all 44 proposed changes along with the justifications for each change. An invitation to attend a meeting at Cornell to discuss the proposal with the UNA Committee on July 28th at 4pm was presented to both Kristen Gutenberger and Tom LiVigne.
Approval of Minutes – June draft minutes were approved with corrections on line 3, removing “new reformed energy vision” and replacing it with “reforming the energy vision”, line 17, removing “Propanol” and replacing with “Propylene” and line 48, removing “ 3 flood premiums” to  replace with     “only 3 residents have flood insurance policies”. Final minutes have been posted on the EMC webpage:   www.tompkins-co.org/emc. 
Energy Report – Brian Eden reported that last Monday (July 7th) the EMC sponsored an event focused on alternative visions to economic development in relationship to issues in Tompkins County and Lansing’s repowering. The focus of the discussion centered on the ways to shift the tax base. Brian also reported that Solar Tompkins had their 15th meeting at GreenStar last night. Attendance at the meeting was between 55-60 people. There are 7 more community meetings of the 22 scheduled; the last meeting will be July 29th at Tompkins County Public Library. He went on to say that the 1st Energy Roadmap Steering Committee meeting will take place tomorrow. The county has hired a consultant for a professional-level study on energy demand and supply that will focus on how to use resources to produce more renewable energy. Tompkins County Chamber of Commerce, Cayuga Power, Tompkins County Area Development, and related groups have been invited to attend the upcoming 6 meetings with the consultant. An Energy Roadmap is expected by the end of the year. Also, the Home Energy Rating and Disclosure Ordinance Subcommittee of the Smart Energy group have sent out Requests for Proposals and interviews are underway. The Energy Construction Code has been issued for 2014. Public meetings will take place in August. The Energy Committee plans to propose a supplemental program from the State-offered program that will focus on code enforcement training.  Brian Eden did a presentation at the County’s Planning, Energy, and Environmental Quality Committee on the Real Property Tax Exemption (Section 487) that the County Opted-out of in May 2012. Brian had been working with Assemblywoman Lifton for the past 6 months hoping to revise Section 487 to discriminate between smaller retail and commercial installations and those of utility scale. For example, all systems 2MW or smaller would automatically receive the exemption without municipalities having the ability to opt-out.
Environmental Review – John Dennis reported that the Cayuga Inlet has virtually no Hydrilla, while significant amounts of Hydrilla were found in portions of Fall Creek. The Hydrilla Task Force Management Committee has delayed the chemical treatments that were scheduled last week. Brian Eden acknowledged comments made by Margaret Soulstein and Carolyn Peterson to the Common Council regarding the City of Ithaca’s proposed Stormwater fee. The next Common Council meeting will take place July 16 at 6 pm. Other discussions included the Lansing Star article on Hogweed infestation; Hogweed has also been identified in Danby and Dryden. Lastly the committee reported that the Coal Tar Sealant letter approved at the last meeting was sent to State Senators though no reply was received. Suggestions were made to make follow up phone calls.
Unique Natural Areas – Brian Eden further reported on the delay in getting the newly proposed UNA maps to members.  The maps should be available and distributed soon. A vote will take place in September on the initially proposed boundary changes. 
Staff Reports – Scott Doyle reported on the Comprehensive Plan public meetings that took place throughout the county. He noted the diverse crowds and great interaction that occurred resulting in interesting ideas for implementation. Drafts of the Comprehensive Plan updates will be presented to members in early fall. ( He also noted that the City of Ithaca is considering enrolling in FEMA’s Community Rating System. The program would provide reductions to the costs of flood insurance to the residents as a result of risk reduction education and improved regulations. ( He also noted that most all municipalities in the county have adopted the Hazard Mitigation Plan to date. The Hazard Mitigation Plan will be presented to the Town of Dryden next Wednesday. Brian noted the initiative of Cornell Cooperative Extension in communicating flood risks with the Mayor’s office.
Neonicotinoid Pesticides – Brian Eden reported on the bee colony collapse over the past few years. He noted that the Conservation Advisory Board in the Town of Ithaca has been made aware of large retailers that have been selling plants that are called bee friendly but are being sprayed with neonics that are disrupting the navigation systems of the bees. Members discussed efforts to educate and the adoption of local laws or policies as possible methods for future outreach.  The Environmental Review Committee will look into preventive efforts and will follow up with Cornell Cooperative Extension in order to find out whether they play a role in Neonicotinoid pesticides. Members were asked to follow up with the Environmental Review Committee with any added information or updates. 
Member Items – John Hertzler reported on the closing of Chesapeake’s Huddleston gas well in Ulysses on Cold Spring and Halseyville Roads. He noted the tremendous amount of work that will go into closing the well permanently. Brian Eden added the resulting flaring that has occurred and has been noticed by local residents.
Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 5:10 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on September 11, 2014

