Minutes of the EMC – Regular Meeting
 DOCPROPERTY  Subject  \* MERGEFORMAT Date:

October 9, 2014 
Time:

4:00pm
Location:
Old Jail Conference Room 125 E. Court St.
Attendees:

	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Bissen
	P
	Town of Dryden

	Spring Buck
	A
	At-Large

	Ben Carver
	A
	Village of Trumansburg

	Kenny Christianson
	A
	At-Large

	John Dennis
	P
	Village of Lansing

	Brian Eden
	P
	Village of Cayuga Heights

	Martha Ferger
	A
	At-Large

	Pegi Ficken
	P
	Town of Groton

	John Hertzler
	A
	Town of Ulysses

	Jim McGarry
	P
	At-Large

	Vladimir Micic
	P
	Town of Ithaca

	Steve Nicholson
	P
	Town of Caroline


	Name
	
	Representation

	Carolyn Peterson
	P
	At-Large

	Tom Shelley
	A
	Ithaca CAC

	Margaret Soulstein
	P
	At-Large

	Linda Spielman
	P
	Village of  Dryden

	Gary Stewart
	P
	At-Large

	Roger Yonkin
	P
	At-Large

	Karen Edelstein
	A
	Associate Member

	Peter Harriott
	P
	Associate Member

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Associate Member

	Dan Klein
	P
	Legislature Liaison

	Scott Doyle
	P
	EMC Coordinator

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	Administrative Assistant


Guests in attendance: Howard Chong, Assistant Professor of Economics and Sustainability, Cornell University, Lindsay Speer, Creative Change Consulting
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at 4:08 pm.  
Changes to the Agenda – Resolution to Approve the 42 Unique Natural Areas was added to the agenda between items 6 and 7.
Approval of Minutes – September 11, 2014 draft minutes were approved with corrections on line Committee”, line 42, replacing “Hamlet Hill” with ”Hammond Hill”, and line 37, replacing “UNA #117” with  “resolution #2014- 1” Final minutes have been posted on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc. 
Residential Retrofits and Community Engagement – Howard Chong, the Assistant Professor of Economics and Sustainability at Cornell University’s School of Hotel Administration opened his presentation to go over the misconceptions of retrofitting. Retrofitting involves insulation, air-framing and sometimes upgrades to ones furnace.  He noted that there can be savings of up to 30% depending on the structure of the building, but that the care of the structure will determine the savings in energy costs. The more air leaks a structure has can drive up the cost of the upgrade, but leaving leaks unrepaired can dramatically decrease the future savings in energy costs. 
Less than 5% of people have had their homes retrofitted in the past 20 years. Retrofitters generally offer no incentive or guarantee; State programs such as the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority offer rebates of between 10- 50% with a required test in and out. BPI certified contractors must demonstrate that their building envelope improvements have provided substantial energy performance benefits. They would use several technologies (e.g. blower door tests) to quantify the benefits of their retrofit to comply with NYSERDA’s standards. Noted was the histogram percentage of consumption differences of the pre and post energy savings which centered on the average savings of 30%. Another 30% of households saw no savings which can happen from a number of different factors such as an increase to household size or temperature change. Having a very large distribution of savings is very common among these programs. Chong questioned the way these programs measure success by tracking the number of retrofits and sometimes energy savings. He noted that most programs do not track satisfaction. Post retro-fit energy bills compared to pre retro-fit bills was mentioned as an effective way to measure success with these programs.  
Community engagement was mentioned as way to educate the public in learning more about energy conservation and savings. The Tompkins County Library currently has 4 Kill-A-Watts available for loan that can plug into appliances and measure the amount of energy being used and the estimated cost. Thermal Cameras may be available for loan in the future that will allow you to take a picture of a structure to view air leaks; blower door tests may also be made available to homeowners in the future. Targeting households with the highest potential for retrofitting is difficult without the billing information from the power utility. With the release of this information these programs would be able to distinguish the best candidates for the program. Discussions centered on passing a law to require NYSEG to release the homeowners billing information to government entities with the option for homeowners to opt out. A Natural Science Foundation Grant will be sought in order to try to look at the question of why retrofits are not happening. A guarantee of savings from installers was mentioned as a possible incentive to offer homeowners that would match the anticipated savings in the event that the savings were not met. Brian Eden noted the Smart Energy Policy group that will focus offering supplemental training to the code updates that New York State will adopt in 2015; this training will be hands on and will go beyond the training that New York State offers. 
Energy Report – Brian Eden reported that Solarbration will take place Monday, October 20th on Snyder Road from 3:30-4:30. ( Solar Tompkins now has nearly 300 contracts signed; the contract deadline is November 1st.  Brian Eden noted his meeting with Ithaca City School Districts Finance Committee where he requested that the ICSD opt back into the 15 year real property tax exemption which would benefit all future solar installations in the County including those pending in the Solar Tompkins program. We assisted in a presentation on solar at the Ovid Library. The Sherriff of Seneca County participated and it was of interest to learn that their Law Enforcement Center in the Town of Romulus had installed 2800 panels. ( The City and County have entered an agreement for the installation of a 2 MW solar project on County-owned property on Warren Rd. Last year a County Local Law established the framework for MEGA to bid seeking preferred solar developers which here will be Solar City. A presentation on Crestwood’s Finger Lakes LPG Storage Facility will be provided by Dr. Robert McKenzie, formerly the President and CEO of the Cayuga Medical Center, to the Planning, Energy, and Environmental Quality Committee of the County Legislature on October 16. The proposed West Dryden gas pipeline is being opposed by some local residents along its route. They have engaged a lawyer to review NYSEG’s easement contract. A scoping session took place yesterday in Madison County regarding the Dominion Pipeline with the intention to get gas for a number of things and to reverse the Iroquois Pipeline that has been bringing gas in from Canada. ( Ratepayers and Community Interveners along with Earth Justice and the Sierra Club filed a suit in the Supreme Court challenging the Dunkirk Repowering Agreement. The Environmental Impact Statement was a negative declaration about the impacts of coal. 

Environmental Review – John Dennis reported on the meeting he attended with Carolyn Peterson with the Ithaca Police Chief to discuss the 1994 law prohibiting water fowl hunting that has yet to be enforced. They are hopeful that this may be the first year in decades that water fowl hunting will not be permitted within city limits. ( The New York State Geologist endorsed the LPG storage project, citing the salt formation's “longstanding operational record as a gas storage facility without any geologic evidence of incompatibility for this intended purpose.” The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers also approved the site plan. The FERC has on three separate occasions (1997, 2002,2014) reviewed the geology and approved using caverns at US Salt for natural gas storage. In May 2014, the FERC (working with the NYSDEC) authorized an expansion of the existing gas storage facility, rejecting or rebuffing virtually all arguments challenging the suitability of the US Salt caverns for storage service.” (cite is from the We are Seneca Lake website) ( A NYSEG forester is planning a walk though of the Bell Station site in January. John noted the salinity in Cayuga Lake and noted his observations of the 2 possible causes as being from the Cargill Cayuga Mine. The 2 possible causes mentioned were a conveyer belt that drops the salt into a storage container on windy days may blow the salt into the lake and the other possibility is that rainfall over the uncovered storage area may be seeping into the lake. ( Brian Eden reported that in August a landslide caused by a high precipitation event blocked the Norfolk Southern Railroad’s tracks north of Myers Park. The resultant debris was removed by an excavator and deposited lakeside, partially in the Lake, without employing any sediment control measures. He noted the quick response made on Monday by the Department of Environmental Conservation in ordering the debris removed and sediment control protections installed. ( Beekeepers have voiced concern over the use of neonics on the Finger Lakes Land Trust property; an update will be provided at the next Environmental Management Council meeting. ( Yesterday a Negative Environmental Declaration was posted on the multi-use project on Inlet Island at 323 Taughannock Blvd. It welcomed public comments but the project had already received Final Site Plan approval from the City.   
Unique Natural Areas – Steve Nicholson reported that a resolution will be presented at today’s meeting for the 42 proposed revisions on the first batch of Unique Natural Areas.  A letter to Cornell Real Estate has been finalized by the UNA Committee reminding them that the deadline for comments on the proposed small expansion on Sapsucker Woods UNA is October 31st. Another slideshow will be presented in November on the 2nd proposed batch of revisions of Unique Natural Areas. A strategy of how to proceed with a 3rd batch of UNA revisions was discussed by members.  A request for funding contingent on the definitive plans was mentioned as a possible approach to be made in the near future.  The next UNA Committee will be November 10th. 
Executive – Steve Nicholson reported on the Conference on the Environment he attended on Oct 2nd in Binghamton. He introduced Lindsay Speer, who also attended the conference. Lindsay introduced herself as a Cornell University Graduate who holds a degree in Environmental Law and Policy. She noted that she has moved back to Ithaca after living in Binghamton for a number of years.
Resolution to Approve the 42 Unique Natural Areas – Steve Nicholson made the motion to move resolution number 2014-1, seconded by Linda Spielman. Members questioned why farmlands were not included as part of the land boundaries. It was noted as one of many variations of vegetation and that the parcel boundaries were seldom the primary motivation; a property boundary usually involves a difference in vegetation on either side of the boundary. Members decided to include “for example agricultural fields” to number 3. Resolution 2014-1 was approved by unanimous vote of all present members, with the exception of Gary Stewart who left the meeting early.   
Resolution: Charter Review Committee:  Sec. C-10.03(e) – Steve Nicholson reported that the Charter Review Committee of the County had previously questioned the EMC’s ability to receive real property as stated in the county charter. He noted that the real property clause was the intention of State law. Members agreed that no changes were necessary as the ability for the Environmental Management Committee to receive real property would remain through New York State Law. 
Resolution: Public Highway ROW Drainage Maintenance – Brian Eden reported that stormwater issues are integrated with roadways and streams. Rather than moving the draft resolution he asked members their opinions about the issue of roadside maintenance and stormwater as a whole. 
Staff Report – Scott Doyle reported on the public meetings that are scheduled for the draft Comprehensive Plan. Members were encouraged to attend upcoming meetings scheduled in various municipalities and the City of Ithaca.  
Draft Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan – Scott reported on the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan Draft that is available on the Tompkins County website (http://www.tompkinscountyny.gov/compplan). Comments on the plan will be accepted through October 31st. He presented the overarching principles of  the Comprehensive Plan including sustainability, regional cooperation, and fiscal responsibility in addition to the 9 chapters in the plan draft. Those chapters, and their principles and key issues were noted as follows:
The Economy – Tompkins County should be a place where economic prosperity is accessible to all. This chapter emphasizes issues such as labor force, job growth, population and in-commuters.    
Housing – Tompkins County should be a place where housing is affordable safe and appealing. Aging population, lower home ownership rates and higher prices for homes in Tompkins County were noted as key issues.  
Transportation – Tompkins County should be a place where transportation is efficient affordable and healthy for people and the environment. Shifting from driving alone and the promotion of walking and biking were noted goals in this chapter. Reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and support for our local airport services were also mentioned as key components in the chapter.   
Natural Resources – Tompkins County should be a place where natural features and working rural landscapes are preserved and enhanced. This chapter emphasizes the importance of supporting the natural features and rural landscape preservation; this will include addressing and managing the issues with invasive species and the concerns with the economy and climate change. 
Water Resources – Tompkins County should be a place where water resources are clean, safe and protected. Main concerns are the water quality of Cayuga Lake, stream corridors, wetland protection and aquifer recharge.
Energy and Greenhouse Gas Emissions – Tompkins County should be a place where the energy system is climate neutral. Change in behavior, increasing efficiency and the transitioning to renewables are key components in this chapter.  
Adaptation – Tompkins County should be a place where the entire community is prepared for economic, environmental and social impacts of climate change. Water and significant temperature increases were noted concerns 
Healthy Communities – Tompkins County should be a place where the built environment promotes healthy, safe, and active lifestyles. This chapter is a new edition to the plan that emphasizes the importance of healthy food and neighborhoods that encourage daily activity, recreation and social activity
Developmental Patterns – Tompkins County should be a place where new development is concentrated in compact, walkable, mixed-use communities. Advancing towards new development focus areas in compact, walk-able, mixed use communities; encouraging added density and infill those areas will be key objectives. 
Scott encouraged members to provide feedback on the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan. He noted the public meetings are structured as an open house for individuals to visit within the noted timeframe.  He indicated that he will provide all members with the list of meeting locations and a direct link to the plan draft. 

Proposed Clarifying Language defining Waters of the United States – Dooley Kiefer asked members for input on the proposed clarifying language defining Waters of the US. She noted that the Federal Register has made available a draft citing the scientific data that were reviewed by the EPA, Corps of Engineers, and the USDA, that included for public comment a number of different options and foreseeable issues. Tompkins County belongs to NYSAC, (New York State Association of Counties). 35 New York State counties have passed resolutions opposing the clarifying language, and NYSAC issued a position paper on behalf of all counties opposing the clarifying language. Tompkins County did not pass any such resolution and hoped the WRC and EMC might advise us on this. The 35 counties had passed identical resolutions based on the Farm Bureau’s opposition to the clarifying language. Since the past two Supreme Court rulings that undid how the language was interpreted in the Clean Water Act, which has led to the Environmental Protection Agency and Army Corps of Engineers working together on this issue, it is clear clarifying language is needed. Individual members of the Environmental Management Council are encouraged to comment in support of the Environmental Protection Agency’s approach to this issue. Next week this item will be presented at the Planning Energy and Environmental Quality meeting. ( Carolyn Peterson noted that a 93-page draft report to the EPA administrator on Waters of the US is being written and reviewed by the Local Government Advisory Committee of the EPA.  A paper was written in support of the changes in the Clean Water Act by 8 Attorneys General from different states including New York. EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy made room in the EPA budget for four special meetings across the US that was scheduled to discuss the misconceptions about the proposed changes to the Waters of the US and to receive public comment. These meetings will form the basis of the Local Government Advisory Committee report. The October 20th deadline for comments on the Clean Water Act has been extended to November 14th. Ellen Gilinsky, of the EPA Office of Water has an educational PowerPoint presentation that may be made available to EMC members if interested. 

Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 5:43 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on November 17, 2014

