Minutes of the EMC Regular Meeting

 DOCPROPERTY  Subject  \* MERGEFORMAT Date:

September 12, 2013 Regular Meeting 

Time:

4:00pm
Location:
395 Pine Tree Road, Ithaca, NY
Attendees:

	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Bissen
	P
	Town of Dryden

	Spring Buck
	P
	At-Large

	Kenny Christianson
	A
	At-Large

	John Dennis
	P
	Village of Lansing

	Brian Eden
	P
	Village of Cayuga Heights

	Kate Engler
	P
	At-Large

	Darrick Evensen
	P
	Town of Lansing

	Martha Ferger
	P
	Village of Dryden

	Pegi Ficken
	A
	Town of Groton

	Jim McGarry
	P
	At-Large

	Vladimir Micic
	P
	Town of Ithaca

	Tom Shelley
	P
	City of Ithaca CAC

	
	
	


	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Nicholson
	P
	Town of Caroline

	Carolyn Peterson
	P
	At-Large

	Margaret Soulstein
	P
	At-Large

	Gary Stewart
	P
	At-Large

	Lucia Tyler
	P
	Town of Ulysses

	Roger Yonkin
	A
	At-Large

	Karen Edelstein
	A
	Associate Member

	Peter Harriott
	P
	Associate Member

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Legislature Liaison

	
	
	

	Scott Doyle
	P
	EMC Coordinator

	Mary Lou Szabol
	P
	EMC Admin Asst

	
	
	


Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at 4:07 PM.  There were no changes to the Agenda.
Approval of Minutes – The July draft minutes were accepted without change.  Final minutes are available on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.
Committee Reports – Energy: Brian Eden reported that Solarize Tompkins which began as a 3 town collaboration is likely moving to a full county wide implementation.  Brian deferred to Steve Nicholson who said that SE Solarize campaign for the three towns resulted in 275 enrollees and 100 contracts, anticipated 20 – 30.  Liberty Solar, the installer for this work, is currently very busy.  Solarize systems won’t be installed until next year.
This new work has led to 2 countywide meetings so far, with at least 1 representative from each town
attending and expressing interest.  Their interest is in keeping it a grassroots effort with local organizers through holding community education seminars.  Expect 300-500 on county basis.  Brian Eden continued that they are looking to form small townwide committees and asked for assistance from anyone in promoting this solar work in their community.  They are developing a grant proposal in September and hope to get info out to installers by turn of year.
Martha Ferger added that there was a shortage of companies to install and that’s why SE Solarize cut off when it did.  She further asked if only a certain number of applications would be accepted.  Steve indicated that there was a time limit, and no limit on the number of enrollees.  A countywide limit might be 500 systems.  Solar Liberty is hiring two new installation teams for next year and should be able to do 10-20 systems/week.  
Brian went on to discuss EMC’s role to promote opportunities for comments on a number of projects including Hydrilla Eradication, Cayuga Lake Monitoring, and Repower Cayuga Power Plant.  
He also mentioned that Smart Energy group which is involved in streamlining solar permitting, will help with Solarize project, most rural communities have no permitting, need Standard Permitting Procedure so that installers, code enforcement people and municipalities understand the same rules.  Talked to Ed Marx and Barbara Lifton about revising state law for real property tax exemptions for residential and commercial renewable energy installations and also the Zero Net Energy Tax Credit which is a bill to encourage energy efficiency in new and renovated homes.
John Dennis discussed the July 2, 2013 hearing at Lansing Middle School with the PSC, Cayuga Operating and NYSEG. He said Germany is generating 60% summer electricity from photovoltaic and wind and suggested the EMC be more proactive in promoting the use of renewables with this project.  He asked whether or not the EMC had access to funds to promote this.  Scott will report back on budget to do this.
Environmental Review: Brian said that EMC’s review focused on Jason Fane property development on slope between Tower Hill Apts. and Police Dept., steep slope 35%, next to 6 Mile Creek.  There were no new steep slope provisions advanced by the City, but conditions were included in site plan approval. He went on to discuss Hydrilla and – discouraging report from Bob Johnson that noted– some discovered in southern end, larger area than thought.  He also discussed Cayuga Lake Monitoring – 9 data collections, model developed next year and dredging – latest price $80 million, new plan requested, but won’t happen this year or next..
Plastic Bags Ban – Steve noted that the committee was planning public info session on 9/25 meeting at 5:30 PM at library to discuss.  The committee also met with the Downtown Ithaca Alliance meeting where 6 EMC and 1 merchant attended.  Currently there is no feedback yet from Chamber on this proposal.  The Legislature wants EMC to work with Chamber and DIA, and bring the issue to the Legislature at the end of the year.  The group noted that Cornell and IC will be affected and should continue to be involved with the effort.
State of the Environment – Scott:  County updating all departments on website and this should be shortly.
UNA – Steve discussed proposed boundary changes.  Updated permission form for landowners and proposed site visit to Sapsucker Woods. 
Executive – Steve said they had discussed suggestions for program presentations at meetings.  Martha suggested a trip to Solid Waste Facility to detail problems they have with plastic bags and promotion of composting.  
Municipal Reports - Martha provided the Village of Dryden report indicating they’ve had issues with water, specifically arsenic levels.

Lucia Tyler reported that the Village of Trumansburg recently drilled a successful well at Taughannock Park as a second source and were investigating how to connect line to Village system.  The Sewage Plant is not compliant with E. coli Testing Standards and storm water is overrunning the Treatment Plant into Cayuga Lake.

Brian reported that the Village of Cayuga Heights Deer Management Program was continuing with the sterilization of does and sent another proposal asking more people to permit culling on their property.
Steve reported that Dominic Frongillo, Deputy Supervisor of Town of Caroline, moved to Germany, and the town is looking for a replacement.

Staff Reports – Scott Doyle is attending a conference for Municipal Officers on “Extreme Weather, Climate Change Adaptation & Mitigation” at the Vestal Observatory and will present any questions from   the members.  Dooley Kiefer requested updated Flood Maps.  Comprehensive Plan update is moving forward.  A survey is going out to capture issues of interest to people.  The update will finish at the end of 2014.  
Remote Net Metering – Brian and Steve reported on the proposal between Mega and PSC.  The Energy Committee’s main focus is reducing demand through energy efficiency and conservation and promoting renewable energy and increasing self-sufficiency.  Mega’s criteria are to choose solely on cost but EMC wants more options.  Steve reported that the County approved an RFP for Pilot Programs and Installation to be sent, County government usage wants to buy 4MW of renewable energy.
Ithaca Community Garden – Carolyn Peterson reported on the garden’s lease situation and the possibility that this would be the end of the Community Garden if another site can’t be found.  Alternative sites aren’t good locations and it would take years to develop a good garden soil base elsewhere.  Tom Shelley said that the Ithaca CAC generally supports gardens and local foods.  Scott noted that one of the survey topics for integration in the Comp Plan includes food security.
Deer Management Plan – Brian reported on the impact of deer on UNAs and forest regeneration.  Deer Management focus areas are research and natural resources.  Steve Bissen spoke about the difficulties with using fencing to keep the deer out of certain areas, native species vs. invasive, overgrowth of earthworms deposited by deer manure which leads to soil degradation, and diseases carried by deer – some more lethal than Lyme Disease.
Member Items – Carolyn is an advisor to the EPA administrator, representing small communities, big issues are wastewater and storm water.  EPA has written drafts of their Climate Adaptation Plan which will be released in next 2 weeks for review.  
Steve B reported that the Town of Dryden Board has authorized the Conservation Board to start an open space plan for the town.
Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 5:38 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Lou Szabol, Administrative Assistant
Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on October 10, 2013
