Minutes of the EMC Regular Meeting
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July 11, 2013 Regular Meeting 

Time:

4:00pm
Location:
395 Pine Tree Road, Ithaca, NY
Attendees:

	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Bissen
	P
	Town of Dryden

	Spring Buck
	E
	At-Large

	Kenny Christianson
	P
	At-Large

	John Dennis
	P
	Village of Lansing

	Brian Eden
	E
	Village of Cayuga Heights

	Kate Engler
	E
	At-Large

	Darrick Evensen
	E
	Town of Lansing

	Martha Ferger
	P
	Village of Dryden

	Pegi Ficken
	P
	Town of Groton

	Jim McGarry
	P
	At-Large

	Vladimir Micic
	P
	Town of Ithaca

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Nicholson
	P
	Town of Caroline

	Carolyn Peterson
	E
	At-Large

	Margaret Soulstein
	P
	At-Large

	Gary Stewart
	A
	At-Large

	Lucia Tyler
	P
	Town of Ulysses

	Roger Yonkin
	A
	At-Large

	Karen Edelstein
	
	Associate Member

	Peter Harriott
	P
	Associate Member

	Dooley Kiefer
	E
	Legislature Liaison

	
	
	

	Scott Doyle
	E
	EMC Coordinator

	Kathy Wilsea
	P
	EMC Secretary

	
	
	


Guest in attendance: Steve Smith 

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at 4:09 PM.  

Privilege of the Floor – Lucia Tyler said the Ulysses Town Board had a discussion with Walter Hang about their ban on hydrofracturing.  Walter pointed out that member turnover on the Board could leave the possibility of the ban being overturned.  He gave Board members a lot to think about.  Introductions were made around the room.  

Reports:  Visit to PEEQ re Plastic Bag Reduction:  Steve Nicholson reported the committee visited PEEQ on 7/1.  Students did a presentation, and Jan Norman and Barb Eckstrom spoke in support of a ban.  The committee presented the EMC resolution and a model local law.  This is a first step.  Two representatives from Wegmans spoke against the ban, but want to do what’s right for the customers.  PEEQ members want information on existing laws in other locations.  PEEQ members are listening and learning, and not voicing support or opposition yet.  Within Wegmans’ other business areas, Maryland has a fee for bags, but there are no bans.  California Grocers Association supports the ban in CA, and Los Angeles recently enacted a ban.  Chicago and New York City are rumored to be next.  Members pointed out the need for an awareness campaign and learning about what other communities are doing, especially actions with positive results.  Committee meetings occur on the third Tuesday of the month, and members should contact Steve Nicholson if they want more meeting info.
Conference Call re Cayuga Operating Company:   Brian Eden was excused today.  John Dennis had attended the conference call, and he reported the Sierra Club analysis shows only one of the sister plants needs to stay online, and transmission lines would still be needed.  Sierra Club says New York State has capacity to produce adequate, even surplus, energy.  Discussion moved to what is the role for EMC now.  Options included preparing a resolution stating a preference and recommending County Legislature follow with their own resolution, arranging more public discussion, including biomass and feed-in tariffs in discussion, and supporting Black Oak Wind Farm.  Peter said the pump hydro concept described by a visitor at last month’s meeting is only viable if using surplus power – it is not affordable if power must be purchased, even at night rates.  Members also commented on the presence of fly ash from the coal-burning plant – there are a variety of professional opinions on whether it is a danger to citizens and/or  water quality.  Our energy conservation efforts should be reducing the demand for power, but maybe that impact is neutralized by the development planned in the community.  Kathy Wilsea said she was surprised by the number of new hotel rooms coming to downtown, and will share numbers on downtown development by email tomorrow.
Approval of Minutes – The June draft minutes were accepted without change.  Final minutes are available on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

Committee Reports – Environmental Review:  John Dennis reported Brian Eden is inquiring about the need for SEQR review for long-term hydrilla treatment and following a few other project.

Member Items – Kenny Christianson attended a meeting in NE Pennsylvania about natural gas pipelines, which are going up everywhere in that region.  Every gas production well needs a feeder line to the distribution pipeline.  Steve Nicholson reported Pennsylvania passed a law allowing hydrofracturing on all Penn State college campuses, with 50% of income to go directly to the school campus site. John Dennis reported he saw the movie Gasline 2 a couple weeks ago.  The aerial film footage of gas drilling showed an extensive number of wells in a rural area of the Midwest, and he was amazed by the density of the equipment.  Lucia Tyler said a recent Ithaca Journal article on hydrofracturing opponent activists was filled with innuendo, describing the women as “emotional” and pointed out the “obvious” economic benefit of gas drilling.  
Steve Bissen asked if we would be ready by September to pass a resolution concerning Cayuga Operating.  Our visitor, Steve Smith, pointed out the old manufacturing base created the need for nuclear and hydropower.  Steve Nicholson said a problem in trying to work with PSC is they have no new blood among their staff, and they use old data.  John Dennis reported on an abstract that predicted power sources by 2030 would include 40% offshore wind and 10% or less of other renewables: onshore wind, different categories of solar, geothermal, new hydropower and others.  These new sources would reduce costs by $3.2 billion/year.  

Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 5:22 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on September 12, 2013
