Minutes of the EMC - Save the Rain Meeting-
 DOCPROPERTY  Subject  \* MERGEFORMAT Date:

April 10, 2014 
Time:

4:00pm
Location:
Tompkins County Public Library
Attendees:

	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Bissen
	A
	Town of Dryden

	Spring Buck
	E
	At-Large

	Kenny Christianson
	P
	At-Large

	John Dennis
	P
	Village of Lansing

	Brian Eden
	P
	Village of Cayuga Heights

	Martha Ferger
	E
	Village of Dryden

	Pegi Ficken
	P
	Town of Groton

	Jim McGarry
	P
	At-Large

	Vladimir Micic
	P
	Town of Ithaca

	Tom Shelley
	A
	Ithaca CAC


	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Nicholson
	P
	Town of Caroline

	Carolyn Peterson
	P
	At-Large

	Margaret Soulstein
	P
	At-Large

	John Hertzler
	P
	Town of Ulysses

	Karen Edelstein
	A
	Associate Member

	Peter Harriott
	A
	Associate Member

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Associate Member

	Dan Klein
	P
	Legislature Liaison

	Scott Doyle
	P
	EMC Coordinator

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	Administrative Assistant


Guests in attendance: Eva Hoffman, Joel Padkaurmer, Amy Panek, Jon Jenson, Angel Hinickle, C.J. Randall, Darby Kiley, Mara Alper, Dan Klein, Lisa Nicholas, Mike Smith, Jim Holahan
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Carolyn Peterson at 4:23.  
The Final minutes will be available on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

Introduction - Introductions were made on behalf of Madison Quinn the Project Coordinator from the Onondaga Department of Water, Save the Rain Program. 
Presentation – Madison Quinn opened her report by going over Onondaga County’s Comprehensive Storm water Management Program which focuses on green and grey infrastructure. This plan focuses on the implementation of balanced storm water in order to improve water quality by reducing combined sewer out-flows (CSOs). Grey infrastructure focus on the engineered solutions (pipes, pumps, etc.) while the green infrastructure (natural systems that get rainwater into ground and absorbed into plants)  is an alternative to interceptor sewer repairs and sewer separations. Madison notes that Onondaga has 49 CSOs which has created the need for an aggressive solution towards recovery. The focus of this recovery is the balance of both green and grey infrastructure. An innovative approach in dealing with these issues was sought as an alternative to the building just  waste water treatment facilities. In terms of grey infrastructure a $173 Million was invested in the new Waste Water Treatment Facility.  and an underground storage for the Metropolitan Waste Water Treatment Facility Plant began December 31, 2013. The facility located at lower Harborbrook captures the flow of 3 CSOs while the Clinton Sewer-shed Subsurface Storage facility was built with a parking lot which allows for the facility to be multi-functional and has the capacity to store up to 9 CSOs. Madison then outlined the integration of green infrastructure including the greening of the civic strip from rooftops to rivers. 175 projects have been completed since the program began. As of 2013, their Green Streets Project as well as their Wetland Restoration Treatment system has been major components in this process.  Some of the added green infrastructure projects include: 
· Planters
· Porous pavements

· Green wetland islands

· Green roofs 

· Rain gardens

· Rain barrels

Noted other projects include retrofits to the War Memorial which was built with a cistern in the basement to capture storm water that is used to produce ice for hockey games. This project immediately benefited the County in energy cost savings. Infiltration trenches were also built in a county office parking lot with porous asphalt, a car charging station and LED lighting. The Green Streets Project incorporated planters in the sidewalk, porous pavement, and rain gardens. Madison mentioned the importance of community engagement in this process as well. As an example, she noted the free rain barrel workshops in which after completion participants are given a free rain barrel. Future projects include Syracuse University’s plan to use captured rain water from their dome for use in their bathrooms. Another effort was the Green Parks program which includes porous basketball courts in area parks. Other workshops, green walking/biking workshops and school tours were all mentioned as other community outreach efforts. Furthermore, the maintenance that is required on the green infrastructures has created jobs through Onondaga’s Earth Core. As a result of these projects the fish are thriving and phosphorus and ammonia levels have gone down. Save the Rain provides all specs and detail on all of its projects on their website at www.savetherain.org.
Summary of Questions &Answers that occurred after presentation –

Q:  Does the water that is absorbed through the ground then go into the lake?
A:  The water does not go into the lake

Q:  Is the water monitored for quality?

A:  Save the Rain is in the process of retrieving that data on water quality from the necessary groups

Q:  Have wetland treatment processes been implemented anywhere yet? 
A:  Yes. However, as of today not in New York State
Q:  How much more expensive is porous pavement?
A:  Porous pavement is a few cents higher per square foot.
Q:  Given the design of the wetlands, what are the most aggressive plants for digesting waste?
A:  Their contracted Landscape Architects keep track of what vegetation best digests waste. There is typically a one year warranty on all vegetation. 

Q:  Is there any feedback regarding the arguments against using porous pavement in the Northeast? 
A:  Porous pavement is holding up very well in New Hampshire. Although porous concrete does not work        very well, the flexi-pave has worked very well and doesn’t have the frost heave.

Q:  Do the rain gardens fill up or need to be cleaned regularly? 

A:  Maintenance will be required with rain gardens. Catch basins have filter inserts that need to be maintained as well as vacuumed yearly.

Q:  How are the projects financed?

A:  The Department of Water and Sewer use sewer fees to fund these projects. They estimate they will realize $20M in savings is projected over the long term of these projects.
Q:  How geographically far out in the County are projects? Do they go out as far as the airport?
A:  The projects do not reach as far as the airport. They are primarily in CSO areas in and around the city of Syracuse.

Q:  How is Atlantic State’s Legal Foundation involved?
A:  Atlantic State’s Legal foundation is currently a partner. They sued Onondaga County in the 1980’s for violating the Clean Water Act but are now a partner in outreach and project design
Q:  What is the life expectancy of the cistern used at the War Memorial?

A:  The life expectancy is 50 years. 
Q:  What are the challenges with implementing storm water fees?

A:  There are currently no storm water fees or incentives in place as of yet. Discussions are in progress with the city of Syracuse.
Q:  What is the estimated cost per gallon for storage of water?
A:  The cost is as low as 7 cents per gallon depending on the technology. 

Q:  Are their lists for permeable paving of the contractors used?

A:  Every project on the website has a fact sheet that lists all the official information including the contractor’s information.

Q:  How many gallons of water does the $77 million storage hold yearly?

A:  About 114 million gallons annually. It varies depending on the technology. 
Q:  Are public funds being used in private property projects and if so how is that done?

A:  That is also money from our Sewer Use Fee which supports our Green Permit Fund. This fund provides grants to private property owners. It is a reimbursement process that has to be designed as specified and spans across a 10 year period where inspections are made. 
Q:  Can you tell us about the structural problems that go into green roofs?

A: The older buildings tend to be stronger structures that can handle the added weight these roofs require. Newer buildings are usually built to handle a minimal amount of weight which usually disqualifies them from being strong candidates for green roofs.

Q:  Are there regulations for private landowners in relation to land disturbance? 
A:  If there is not a large land disturbance issue then the DEC would typically not be involved and it    would be more of a city issue
Q:  Do you know the weight per square foot for adding a green roof to an existing building?

A:  It varies. The weight per square foot depends on the structural requirements and contractor assessment. 
Q: What is the threshold of the ½ acre disturbance from the SWPPP?
A:  The state regulations are 1 acre for commercial development and 5 acres for residential development.
Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 5:45 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant
Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on May 8, 2014 

