Minutes of the EMC Regular Meeting
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March 14, 2013 Regular Meeting 
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4:00pm
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Lake Source Cooling Facility, 983 East Shore Drive, Ithaca, NY
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	At-Large
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	Scott Doyle
	P
	EMC Coordinator

	Kathy Wilsea
	P
	EMC Secretary

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Guests in attendance: Jim Adams (Cornell), Bert Bland (Cornell)
Tour of Lake Source Cooling Facility – Members formed two groups and toured LSC with Jim Adams and Bert Bland serving as guides.

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair Brian Eden at 4:20 PM.  

Changes to the Agenda and Approval of Minutes – There were no changes to the agenda.  February draft minutes were accepted with some typo corrections.  Final minutes are available on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

Committee Reports – Energy:  Brian reported the Climate Smart/Climate Ready conference sponsored by Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton will be held April 18 – 21.  The committee will review the draft 2013 State Energy Plan, which is expected to be released soon.  Some committee members attended the Town of Lansing meeting last week with Ken Lynch of DEC Region 7 on the topic of NYS acquiring NYSEG property to become a state forest.  Some citizens expressed concern about ash from the coal burning electricity plant and whether it could have contributed to the lung cancer that caused the death of the previous owner of their home.  Cayuga Operating Company has a permit to operate the plant for one year.  
Environmental Review:  Brian reported they are reviewing the 130 Clinton/Fane development proposal.  City of Ithaca CAC, Natural Areas Commission and Shade Tree Advisory Committee have provided comments, as have County Planning staff.  

Gas Drilling Working Group:  A draft letter recommending a two-year moratorium on gas drilling to allow time for a health study had been distributed by email.  The moratorium has been passed by the State Assembly, but not addressed in the Senate yet.  This letter would be sent individually to members of the Independent Democratic Conference, who currently band with Republicans for control of the Senate.  Dooley Kiefer suggested an amendment, which was accepted as friendly.  Proposal to send this letter from the whole EMC passed by vote of all members present except Pegi Ficken, who abstained.  Pegi had checked with Town of Groton Supervisor and was not authorized to vote on this.  

Plastic Bag Ban:  Carolyn Peterson reported the committee met 2/27 and she met 3/7 with another small group.  Tee-Ann Hunter of Town of Ithaca board has been working on this topic and is producing an Earth Day display and handouts on a potential ordinance and Earth Day aspects.  With a goal of banning single-use plastic bags, they have three strategies:  public education, outreach to stakeholders, and outreach to legislators.  Bag It movie will be shown at Cinemapolis on 4/21.  There was consensus to be a co-sponsor, which does not require any financial support.

UNA Update:   Brian reported members of the Executive Committee met with Mina Amundsen, Todd Bittner and Tom LiVigne of Cornell for discussion about boundary amendments.  Scott Doyle said they met at Plantations, and he felt the dialog was good.  
Executive:  Brian reported they are working on a public meeting for the April 11 EMC meeting date, with hydrilla and dredging as topics.  There was no opposition to this.  The draft Hydrilla Local Management Plan will be ready for review and the new Project Manager will be introduced.

Environmental Review (continued):   John Dennis reported the 130 Clinton/Fane project reminds him how powerless we really are.  He is networking to learn how we can have more impact.  He has suggested the City enact a moratorium concerning development on steep slopes while they consider long-term restrictions.  Concerning Harold’s Square, the current idea has existing height at street level and taller at the back, which would shade the Commons and to Seneca Street during part of the year.  Scott said the Planning Department has done some imaging on this, and he noted some other projects on State Street would also make lots of shade.  Pegi Ficken asked if the EPA Water Quality Scorecard is part of these reviews, as it concerns steep slopes, watershed, and green infrastructure in cities.  The weblink for the Scorecard will be distributed to members.  John said he spoke with Walter Hang of Toxics Targeting about Sixmile Creek and whether it was a federal waterway.  Walter said it is, but it is so small it would not get attention in terms of the 130 Clinton project.  Carolyn said a moratorium is possible and would affect 130 Clinton because the project does not have permits yet.  The moratorium would have to be broader, though, and name all tax parcels the criteria applies to.  John also attended the DEC Twin Sheds hearing at TC3. Here 25% of the taxes paid to the municipalities would come from logging.  There has been no input from a resource economist, and John feels the management plan needs to address more than timber and gas drilling rights.  There were loggers and mountain bikers among the attendees.     

Executive (continued):  Brian suggested EMC participate in the lakeshore and stream bank cleanups organized by Cayuga Lake Watershed Network.  Spring Buck recommended using a Doodle Poll to gather member opinions.

Staff Report – Scott reported there is funding in the Planning Department budget for EMC, and questions should be directed to him or Kathy Wilsea about what it can be used for and how it can be accessed.  Email and press notice have gone out on the public meetings 3/20 for the Multi-Jurisdictional All Hazard Mitigation Plan.  He hopes for a statement of support from EMC by the end of April.
Municipal Reports – Town of Ulysses:  Lucia Tyler said the town board continues to work on resolving some issues in developing conservation and lake shore zones.  Town of Dryden:  Steve Bissen reported they are drafting an Open Space plan.  City of Ithaca:  Although not a municipal representative, Carolyn Peterson said she will be participating on the Energy Focus Group for the sustainability portion of the comprehensive plan development process.  Mayor Myrick pulled an item from the Common Council agenda in order to re-examine costs of renovating the drinking water treatment plant and compare it to purchasing water from Bolton Point.  The renovation budget started at $20 million and now would be $37 million.  Cayuga Heights:  Brian reported deer remediation was conducted in December, when most does in the Village were treated.  Estimates are that 6 or 7 were not treated.  Brian has been trying to get an energy audit conducted at the wastewater treatment plant, but doesn’t see that proceeding yet.  A public hearing is scheduled for a shade tree ordinance for Village property.
State of the Environment – Kate Engler did not receive any comments following her presentation at the February meeting and distribution of the web link to the draft interactive tool.  She asked if members thought we are ready to go live.  Spring suggested a tie-in with Earth Day events.  Dooley suggesting some handouts – brochure, fact sheets, sample content.  Lucia suggested asking the Human Services Coalition to publicize it on their list serve.

Airport Deicing Fluid Contamination – John Dennis reported that a year ago South McKinney Creek had a raw sewage leak that was promptly repaired.  He has been smelling deicing fluid in this creek for three years, and that continues.  The Airport changed a valve, but the tank has not been tested.  Bob Nicholas, the Airport manager, has agreed to tests.

Member Items – Dooley Kiefer reminded members to check their email about the bottle bill item that was distributed.  Also, Suffolk County passed a ban on imaging papers that have Bisphenol A (BPA),  primarily used in retail receipts.  Lucia Tyler announced Enfield passed a ban last night on hydrofracturing.  
Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 5:30 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on May 9, 2013
